exhausted, and yet a great store of facts has been accumulated with which it behoves every well-informed medical man to be acquainted. With the execution of the treatise before us we confess we have been disappointed. It is divided into two sections: the former occupied with what the French call generalities; the latter with details ; and yet from want of due elaboration,?not to say more?there is a lack of distinctness, and an amount of repetition, which is vexatious. The subject however being handled ex expresso, and didactically, proves decidedly suggestive; and though we may not closely follow the plan of the author, we shall endeavour to condense the information he communicates, and add such elucidations from other quarters as suggest themselves.
And let it not be supposed that this is a subject which is more calculated to excite curiosity than to instruct the practitioner. Far from it. Casps are neither of rare occurrence, nor of trifling moment.
"The frequency of these luxations," says M. Melicher, of one variety only," is greater than is generally supposed. Since the year 1826 when Baron Dupuytren first directed attention to the subject, 180 cases, in various joints, have been recorded. In the course of 18 years this eminent surgeon had seen 28 cases, and M. Guerin had met with 30. Heine had witnessed 11 cases of congenital luxation of the femur, Chelius 9, and I have seen 6. Mr. Smith of Dublin records 5 cases in the shoulder-joint, Adams and Cruveilhier have seen it in the elbowjoint, whilst various authors have noticed luxations of other joints, as will be stated in the sequel."
And as to its importance, "I have known," said Dupuytren, "many individuals affected with original luxation, by sheer mistake of diagnosis, confined to bed for years! I have known others subjected to remedies without number,?to blistering, leeching, cauteries, moxas, &c &c. I remember one poor girl, who had moxas applied no fewer than twenty-one times, without the useless and barbarous treatment, of course, producing the slightest benefit." [April, Nurses, again, are Baron, are a shortening of the affected member, the ascent of the head of the bone into the external iliac fossa, the projection of the great trochanter, the retractation of nearly all the muscles of the upper part of the thigh towards the crest of the ilium, where they form, round the head of the femur, a kind of cone, whose base is at the ilium, and whose summit is the great trochanter; the almost total denudation of the tuberosity of the ischium deprived of its muscles, the rotation of the limb inwards, and consequent abduction of the heel outwards, and the knee and great toe inwards, an obliquity which increases with advancing years, and as the pelvis increases in size, whence results a tendency in the femurs to cross each other inferiorly, making an acute angle where it is attached to the pelvis, and finally, great emaciation of the lower limb, more especially of its superior part.
The isolated movements of the deformed members are in general very confined, especially those of abduction and rotation. Hence innumerable difficulties in standing, walking, and every other movement in which the limbs play a part.
[April, this reason, that in running the energy of the muscular contraction, and the rapid transfer of the weight of the body from one leg to the other, renders the deficiency of the acetabulum, and the looseness of the head of the femur, almost inappreciable. This mode of progression however is so fatiguing to these individuals that they cannot continue it long.
When persons afflicted with this infirmity lie on their back, we are astonished to find that the signs of their infirmity diminish and disappear; which is owing to the circumstance that when thus in repose, the muscles cease to elevate the femurs, and the weight of the upper part of the body, like a cone, presses down the pelvis between the femurs. What authenticates the accuracy of this explanation is, that in this position you can elongate or shorten the limb at will by slight traction, and to an extent of two or three inches, according to the age of the patient, and the extent of the displacement; and all the appearances are at once affected thereby. All (Todd's Cyclopaedia, vol. ii.) It should here, as before hinted, be particularly noted that though these appearances are so marked on dissection, and so striking in the adult, yet are they far from being conspicuous in the infant. If called to examine a case shortly after birth, there are no doubt indices of the vicious malformation, such as the great breadth of the pelvis, the projection of the head of the femur, the obliquity of its shaft, &c. &c. But it usually happens that the abnormal conformation, and the infirmities which result from it, do not attract the attention of the parents and attendants till the time when the child should begin to walk, or actually attempts it, and it is in these circumstances only that the surgeon is appealed to. Then it is ascertained that the child has great difficulty in standing, and still more in walking. But it frequently happens that the friends even then shut their eyes against the calamity which threatens, and making their wish the father of their thought, cherish the conviction that the child is backward only as it respects its walking powers, and will not admit for years that there is any distinct infirmity, not until the defect and imperfection in the form and action of the parts have become so conspicuous, that it appears altogether unreasonable to attribute them to any mere retardation of development and action.
[April, with a groove for the head of the femur, so that its movements may be restrained, and much more assurance given to the step, and stability to the frame. What has been so successful in the hip-joint, could not fail in similar cases, with equal ingenuity, to be not less so in the others, and the patients' comfort thereby be much increased.
Thus, then, in reviewing the whole subject of this monograph, we find that the topics it embraces involved, even in our own time, in almost im--penetrable confusion and obscurity, with the advance of the science, present entirely a new phase. Kegarding congenital luxation as a genus, or natural group, we find that it very readily divides itself into the species of obstetric, spontaneous, functional, and original luxation, all having many points of resemblance, and yet each very distinct in its nature from its fellows. Viewed severally that nature is simple, and its treatment clear, and the diagnosis, to a careful and well-informed practitioner, can seldom remain long doubtful. We are far from asserting that the subject is even now exhausted. But sure we are that there is abundant ground for gratulation on account of the advances which have recently been made, including some of the brightest triumphs of modern surgery, gratifying alike to the admirer of his art, and the well-wisher of his kind.
